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- The trees, tall and majestic,
- | stood as silent watchers.
~ | Seeing all that passed beneath
~ their limbs as they had for
countless centuries. Again, in
this crisp, cool dawn they
resumed their sentinel duty as

a small party wove beneath

their bows and came to stand in an
equally small clearing.

% Four men and one woman. All mute as

B the first rays of light played across the §
skin of their faces and the backs of &
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